
 

ARTICLE 18 

Counties 

 

CHAPTER 5 

Planning and Zoning 

 

ARTICLE 2 

PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION 

 

18-5-201.  Authority vested in board of county commissioners; 

inapplicability of chapter to incorporated cities and towns and 

mineral resources.  

 

To promote the public health, safety, morals and general welfare 

of the county, each board of county commissioners may regulate 

and restrict the location and use of buildings and structures 

and the use, condition of use or occupancy of lands for 

residence, recreation, agriculture, industry, commerce, public 

use and other purposes in the unincorporated area of the county. 

However, nothing in W.S. 18-5-201 through 18-5-207 shall be 

construed to contravene any zoning authority of any incorporated 

city or town and no zoning resolution or plan shall prevent any 

use or occupancy reasonably necessary to the extraction or 

production of the mineral resources in or under any lands 

subject thereto. 

 

18-5-202.  Planning and zoning commission; composition; 

residency requirements, terms and removal of members; vacancies; 

rules; record; meetings to be public; secretary; preparation and 

amendments; purpose; certifications and hearing; amendments. 

 

(a)  Each board of county commissioners may by resolution 

create and establish a planning and zoning commission. The 

commission shall be composed of five (5) members appointed by 

the board at least three (3) of whom shall reside in the 

unincorporated area of the county, provided that this provision 

shall not affect the membership composition of any existing 

commission. The terms of the members appointed to the first 

planning and zoning commission shall be of such length and so 

arranged that the terms of one (1) member will expire each year, 

and thereafter each member shall be appointed for a term of 

three (3) years. Any member of the commission may be removed for 

cause other than politics or religion and after public hearing 

by the board of county commissioners. If a vacancy occurs in the 

commission the board of county commissioners shall fill the 

vacancy by appointment for the unexpired term. The planning and 



zoning commission shall organize within thirty (30) days after 

its establishment, shall adopt rules for the transaction of its 

business and keep a record of its actions and determinations. 

Three (3) members shall constitute a quorum for the transaction 

of business. All meetings, records and accounts of the 

commission shall be public. The county clerk shall serve as 

secretary to the commission.  

 

(b)  The planning and zoning commission may prepare and 

amend a comprehensive plan including zoning for promoting the 

public health, safety, morals and general welfare of the 

unincorporated areas of the county, and certify the plan to the 

board of county commissioners. Before certifying its plan or 

amendments thereto to the board the commission shall hold at 

least one (1) public hearing. Notice of the time and place of 

hearing shall be given by one (1) publication in a newspaper of 

general circulation in the county at least thirty (30) days 

before the date of the hearing. Any person may petition the 

planning and zoning commission to amend any zoning plan adopted 

under the provisions of W.S. 18-5-201 through 18-5-207.  

 

(c)  The planning and zoning commission shall prepare 

recommendations to effectuate the planning and zoning purposes 

and certify its recommendations to the board of county 

commissioners. Before adopting the recommendations the board 

shall hold at least one (1) public hearing. Notice of the time 

and place of hearing shall be given by one (1) publication in a 

newspaper of general circulation in the county at least fourteen 

(14) days before the date of the hearing. After public hearing 

has been held, the board shall vote upon the adoption of the 

planning or zoning recommendation. No planning or zoning 

recommendation shall be adopted unless a majority of the board 

votes in favor thereof. 

 

18-5-203.  Certificate required to locate buildings or use 

land within zoning resolution; issuance and denial; appeal upon 

denial.  

 

It is unlawful to locate, erect, construct, reconstruct, 

enlarge, change, maintain or use any building or use any land 

within any area included in a zoning resolution without first 

obtaining a zoning certificate from the board of county 

commissioners and no zoning certificate shall be issued unless 

the plans for the proposed building, structure or use fully 

comply with the zoning regulations then in effect. The board of 

county commissioners shall act promptly upon any application 

filed with it and shall grant certificates when the proposed 



construction or use complies with the requirements of the zoning 

resolution. If it denies the application, the board shall 

specify the reasons for such denial. The decision of the board 

of county commissioners may be reviewed by the district court 

and by the supreme court upon appeal in the same manner as 

provided in W.S. 15-1-609, for review of decisions of boards of 

adjustment. 

 

18-5-204.  Violation of W.S. 18-5-202(c); continuing 

violation.  

 

No person shall locate, erect, construct, reconstruct, enlarge, 

change, maintain or use any building or use any land in 

violation of a resolution or amendment adopted by any board of 

county commissioners under W.S. 18-5-202(c). Each day's 

continuation of such violation is a separate offense. 

 

18-5-205.  Enforcement of zoning resolution by injunction, 

mandamus or abatement; appeal.  

 

Any zoning resolution passed by the board pursuant to W.S. 

18-5-202(b) and (c) is enforceable in addition to other remedies 

provided by law by injunction, mandamus or abatement. 

 

18-5-206.  Penalty for violation of W.S. 18-5-201 through 

18-5-204.  

 

Whoever violates any provision of W.S. 18-5-201 through 18-5-204 

shall be fined not more than seven hundred fifty dollars 

($750.00) for each offense. 

 

18-5-207.  Continuation of existing uses; effect of alteration 

or addition; future use after discontinuation of nonconforming 

use.  

 

A zoning resolution enacted under the provisions of W.S. 

18-5-201 through 18-5-206 shall not prohibit the continuance of 

the use of any land, building or structure for the purpose for 

which the land, building or structure is used at the time the 

resolution is adopted and it is not necessary to secure any 

certificate permitting such continuance. However the alteration 

or addition to any existing building or structure for the 

purpose of effecting any change in use may be regulated or 

prohibited by zoning resolution. If a nonconforming use is 

discontinued any future use of such land, building or structure 

shall be in conformity with the provisions of the resolution 



regulating uses in the area in which the land, building or 

structure is located. 

 

18-5-208.  Coordination of planning efforts with federal 

agencies.  

 

The board of county commissioners of a county which has 

officially adopted a comprehensive plan pursuant to W.S. 

18-5-202(b) may participate in efforts to coordinate the plan 

with federal regional forest or other resource management plans 

as provided in the Federal Land Policy and Management Act of 

1976 and federal regulations adopted pursuant to that act, 

including, but not limited to, Title 36, of the Code of Federal 

Regulations, part 219.7 and Title 43, of the Code of Federal 

Regulations, part 1610.3. 

 


